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FOREWORD 


Tuis volume brings together in permanent form the monthly 
issues of British Book News for 1942, with the addition of a 
complete index of titles, authors and subjects. It is a classified 
and annotated guide to the most important books in all 
branches of specialised knowledge and of general literature 
which were published in Britain during 1942. 


The annotations are in many cases based upon reviews 
which have appeared in The Times Literary Supplement and 
The Times Educational Supplement, and the selection of books 
has been made on behalf of the National Book Council by 
readers who are experts in their own fields. 
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FOREWORD 
by 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL BOOK COUNCIL 


With this issue, British Book News begins its third year of life. 
May I make this birthday the occasion of a word of greeting to 
our many thousands of readers all over the world? 


May I also write a few words about the nature of the National 
Book Council? 


Although it enjoys the patronage of a Prince of book-lovers, His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, and although it rightly calls itself 
National, it is not in any way whatsoever subsidised or managed by 
the Government. It is a voluntary association of many thousands of 
people concerned with the making and enjoyment of books, and eager 
to spread the use of books through the community. For some years, 
this association worked only in Great Britain; slowly, it spread 
through the British Commonwealth and into other countries. Today, 
we can offer British Book News (and sometimes our special Book 
Lists) to any readers of any nation interested in British Books. 


In this, we do but return thanks to other nations for the joy their 
literatures have given us. We have learned and gathered much from 
every nation; our own thinkers offer what they have to the world’s 
store. It is a joy to us to know that the wares we press make no small 
contribution to that mental order by which (in our great Prime 
Minister’s words) ‘‘Civilisation may be carried triumphantly 


forward.”’ 
/ . 








A NOTE ON THE SUBJECT HEADINGS 


For this and future issues, British Book News has adopted the Dewey Decimal 
Classification, using mainly the following divisions: 


000 GENERAL WORKS 010 Bibliography . . . 030 General Encyclo- 
paedias . . . 070 Journalism Newspapers . 

100 PHILOSOPHY .. . 150 Psychology . . . 170 Ethics... . 

200 RELIGION ... 220Bible 230 Theology 240 Devotional Practical .. . 


280 Christian churches and sects 290 Non-Christian religions 


300 SOCIAL SCIENCES 310 Statistics 320 Political science 330 Economics 
340 Law 350 Administration 360 Associations and institutions 370 Education 
380 Commerce Communication 390 Customs Costumes Folklore 


400 PHILOLOGY 410 Comparative 420 English 430 German Dutch 
Flemish Norwegian . . . 440 French . . . 450Italian . . . 460 Spanish Portuguese 
470 Latin 480 Greek 490 Russian Polish Czech Serbian Other languages 


500 PURE SCIENCE 510 Mathematics 520 Astronomy 530 Physics 
540 Chemistry 550 Geology 560 Paleontology 570 Biology Anthropology 
580 Botany 590 Zoology 


600 USEFUL ARTS (AND SCIENCES) 610 Medicine (and Surgery) 620 
Engineering 630 Agriculture Gardening Forestry Fisheries 640 Domestic Science 
650 Communication Business 660 Chemical Technology Metallurgy 670 Manu- 
factures 680 Mechanic trades 690 Building 


700 FINE ARTS RECREATION ... 720 Architecture 730Sculpture 740 
Drawing Decoration Design 750 Painting 760 Engraving 770 Photography 
780 Music 790 Amusements Sport Games 


800 LITERATURE 808 General Anthologies 810 American 820 English 
821 Poetry 822 Drama _ 823 Fiction . . . — Books for Young Readers (Fiction 
and non-fiction) . . . 839 Dutch Flemish Norwegian 840 French ... 860 
Spanish Portuguese 870 Latin 880 Greek 890 Russian Polish Czech Serbian 
Other literatures 


900 HISTORY (AND GEOGRAPHY) ~~ _ 910 Geography Travels Description 
920 Biography 930 Ancient history 940 Europe 942 Britain and the British 
Commonwealth (All books on this subject are arbitrarily grouped here but may 
appear also in other sections) 950 Asia 960 Africa 970 North America 980 
South America 990 Oceania and Polar regions 


The headings will be given in the above order. Any heading under which there are 
no books will be omitted. Other headings from Dewey’s Classification will be added 
when necessary. 


An alphabetical index of the chief subjects will appear every month on the inside 
of the front cover. 
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Religion 

DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. VOL. 3 
(c. A.D. 500-1500). B. J. Kidd (Editor). Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 7s. 6d. 

The first two volumes, which cover the period ending with a.p. 461, have been 


often reprinted. The present book continues the story of the English Church up to 
the eve of the Reformation. 


THE MOULIDS OF EGYPT. J. W. McPherson. Luzac, 10s. 


A book of Egyptian Saints Days with a foreword by Professor E. E. Evans-Pritchard. 
48 illustrations and 25 maps, an index and a glossary in English and Arabic. 


Crime 


SCIENCE FOR THE PROSECUTION. Julius Grant. Chapman & Hall, 15s. 

A well-known British chemist describes, in semi-popular style, the scientific methods 
now constantly used in the detection of crime, involving ultra-violet and infra-red 
rays, spectroscopy, X-rays, microscopy, photography, blood tests, serum analysis, 
psychology, etc. 57 figures. 


Education 


ENGLISH EDUCATION. Kenneth Lindsay. Collins, 4s. 6d. 


A brief historical survey precedes a longer descriptive section. Mr. Lindsay advo- 
cates a revaluation of the purpose and philosophy of education. 8 good full-page 
plates in colour and 26 other illustrations. (Britain in Pictures Series.) 


Physics and Chemistry 


THE BEHAVIOUR OF SLOW ELECTRONS IN GASES. R. H: Healey. Wireless 
World, 20s. 


An explanation of the general theory of diffusion for free electrons and negative 
ions and of the underlying assumptions; an exposition of diffusion methods; a 
summary of experimental results relating to the energy and velocity of agitation, 
drift velocity, the rear free path, energy losses in collision, etc. The chapter on the 
effect of electric waves on ionised gases is outstanding. 39 ‘illustrations. 


TABLES OF PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL CONSTANTS. G. W. C. Kaye and 
T. H. Laby. Longmans, Green, 18s. 

The ninth edition of a standard collection of the fundamentally important physical 
and chemical constants as used by scientific research workers and students. Both 
authors are authorities in their field, Dr. Kaye being formerly Superintendent of 
the Physics Department of the National Physical Laboratory, Teddington, Middle- 
sex, and Professor Laby now Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University 
of Melbourne. 
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Electricity 

ELECTRICAL EXAMINATION QUESTIONS WITH MODEL ANSWERS. W. T. 
Perkins. Newnes, 7s. 6d. ; 

A collection of examination questions, both numerical and descriptive, selected 

from a number of sources, with model answers and line drawings for the benefit of 

students studying in class or privately. 

ELECTRICAL CONTACTS. G. Windred. Macmillan, 16s. 

A discussion of the theory and applications of electrical contacts which includes 

information on associated subjects, such as arcing and switching phenomena, etc. 

It is carefully arranged for reference purposes and includes a bibliography at the 

end of each chapter. Many line drawings. 

Zoology 

THE COMITY OF SPIDERS. VOL. 2. W. S. Bristowe. Quaritch, 25s. 


This second volume of a comprehensive study of spiders covers the means em- 
ployed by them for the capture of prey, their food, their enemies, defence and con- 
cealment, their mating habits, etc. Extensive bibliography. 


Medicine and Surgery 


ARCHITECTURAL PRINCIPLES IN ARTHRODESIS. H. A. Brittain. Livingstone 
(Edinburgh), 21s. 


In an attempt to place the operation of arthrodesis on a sounder mechanical basis, 
the author has employed certain elementary architectural principles, and has found 
that operations based on those principles give a higher percentage of successes than 
other methods. 144 illustrations. 


A TEXTBOOK OF MEDICAL TREATMENT. D. M. Dunlop, L. S. P. Davidson 
and J. W. McNee (Editors). Livingstone (Edinburgh), 25s. 


Written for students and practitioners in the hope that it may fill the therapeutic 
gap left by the majority of textbooks on general medicine in which, owing to exi- 
gencies of space, the section on treatment is often inadequate. This new edition 
has been completely revised, and new sections have been added. Second edition. 


THE EXTRA PHARMACOPOEIA. VOL. 1. W. H. Martindale. Pharmaceutical 
Press, 27s. 6d. 


The whole field of therapeutics and the allied sciences, with information on all 
the compounds and preparations which the physician uses or is recommended to 
use, notes on their composition, and practical observations on the results of their 
application. The second volume is to follow later. Twenty-second edition. 


THE PROBLEM OF TUMOURS. J. C. Mottram. H. K. Lewis, 7s. 6d. 


A monograph of particular importance to medical men and research workers, 
written by the Director of The Research Department, Mount Vernon Hospital, 
London. It deals with research in the application of blastogenic agents to ciliates and 
puts forward a cytoplasmic hypothesis. The work of others in this field is reviewed, 
and references are given. 30 illustrations. 
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MODERN THERAPEUTICS. Humphry Rolleston and A. A. Moncrieff 
(Editors). Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. 


Originally published in The Practitioner during the past two years, these articles 
have been revised and brought up-to-date. Laboratory workers, clinicians and 
pharmacologists are among the contributors. (The Practitioner Handbooks.) 


A HANDBOOK ON VENEREAL DISEASES. W. T. Warwick. Faber & Faber, 6s. 


A book for nurses and others engaged in the routine treatment of these diseases. 
It explains the general principles of treatment rather than giving definite instructions 
for routine courses, although recognized procedures are given in detail. 


Engineering 
MATERIALS AND STRUCTURES. D. A. R. Clark. Blackie, 25s. 


Written to meet the needs of students preparing for engineering degree examina- 
tions and excluding all information that is irrelevant to the student’s immediate 
purpose, this book is confined to a clear statement and explanation of theoretical 
principles. Typical, fully worked-out, problems are included. 354 figures. 


ELEMENTARY MEASUREMENT AND GAUGING. H. E. J. Farley. Blackie, 
2s. 6d. 


A manual for trainees in the Royal Air Force, Air Training Corps, and mechanized 
units, apprentice engineers, engineering students, and men and women engaged 
in the production of munitions who require a knowledge of measurement and 
gauging instruments. Illustrated with line diagrams. 


METAL AIRCRAFT FOR THE MECHANIC. J. Healey. Pitman, 5s. 


This edition has been revised throughout to include new developments in practice. 
It gives an account of modern operations and processes connected with work on 
metal aircraft and includes explanations of the characteristics and behaviour of 
certain metals, and hydraulic systems in aircraft; with directions for repair work, 
marking out, inspection, identification of aircraft, etc. 48 line drawings. Third 
edition. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF AIRCRAFT STRESSING. W. L. Morse. Griffin, 18s. 


This work presupposes a knowledge of mechanics, dynamics and strength of 
materials, and uses a method of approach based on practical worked examples 
amplified by descriptive matter. Part I deals with general considerations—inertia, 
beams, struts, shear stress, frameworks, etc.: Part II with detail stressing; Part III 
with strain energy. The Appendix contains much useful data, formulae, gauge sizes, 
etc. 116 figures and diagrams. Index. 


PRACTICAL CONSTRUCTION OF WARSHIPS. R. N. Newton. Longmans, 
Green, 2\s. 


Although, as its title implies, this book is primarily for those engaged on warship 
construction, much of it applies equally to work on the larger type of merchant 
ship. It deals with materials and operations, and is not only a practical guide to 
all aspects of the various treatments required, but is also a most useful source of 
reference for the engineer. Sketches are helpfully provided at the end of each section. 


THE THERMAL INSULATI N OF STRUCTURES. G. Yate Pitts. Griffin, 10s. 

A compact treatise for refrigerating engineers. It surveys the entire subject from 
insulation and insulation methods, consideration of safety and temperatures, in- 
sulating materials, etc., to the basis of calculation, structural detail in relation to 
insulation, domestic buildings, etc. 23 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
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Radio 


RADIO UPKEEP AND REPAIRS. A. T. Witts. Pitman, 6s. 6d. 

Alterations for the new edition include the rewriting of the chapter entitled Tes¢ 
Equipment: How to Make and Use, the deletion of a chapter on battery eliminators, 
and the enlargement of the chapter now appearing as Mains Receivers: Design 
Notes. It is first and foremost a practical book for radio mechanics and engineers, 
with a particularly useful chapter on short wave receivers. 136 figures and numerous 
tables. Fifth edition. 


Agriculture, Forestry 


AN ELEMENTARY MANUAL OF INDIAN FOREST UTILIZATION. H. Trotter. 
Oxford University Press, 30s. 

The present work, the first on the subject for 20 years, is intended primarily as a 

textbook for forestry study in India and Burma. 18 plates and 9 diagrams. 


AGRICULTURE: THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF BRITISH FARMING. J. A. S. 
Watson and J. A. More. Oliver & Boyd, 17s. 6d. 

The volume is divided into four main parts—Book I dealing with the soil and its 

management; Book II with crops; Book III with farm livestock; and Book IV with 

farm organization and management. Since it is intended primarily for students it 

contains a great deal of information which is well known to the experienced farmer. 


Business Management 


TRAINING IN FOREMANSHIP AND MANAGEMENT. J. J. Gillespie. Pitman, 
8s. 6d. 

A practical guide to personnel selection, training and welfare, production planning 

and progressing, time and motion study and rate fixing, purchasing and store- 

keeping, factory costing, education for factory control, personnel and social psycho- 

logy. Good index, 25 figures (including reference tables and charts). Third edition. 


Applied Chemistry 


DICTIONARY OF APPLIED CHEMISTRY. VOL. 5. FEH-GLASS. J. F. Thorpe 
and M. A. Whiteley. Longmans, Green, 70s. 

The subjects covered include fermentation (alcoholic, bacterial, mould); fertilisers; 

fibres (artificial, cotton, silk, wool, vegetable); finishing textile ‘fabrics; fireproofing 

(fabrics, timber); fish oils; food ‘ood (preservation, preservatives); fuel; gas (coal, liqui- 

fied, mantles, water); water and glass. Illustrated. Fourth edition. 


Metalwork 


THE ART OF THE SILVERSMITH IN MEXICO, 1519-1936. L. L. Anderson. 

Oxford University Press, 2 vols., 8 guineas. 
A full account of the art ranging from ancient Mexico, aboriginal and primitive 
times, the Colonial Period, and the epoch of the conquistadores, to the apogee and 
decadence of the craft. There are numerous details and stories of celebrated pieces, 
names of famous smiths, lists of major assayers, laws of silver workers, and an abund- 
ance of material about tools and trademarks. 184 plates, reproducing all types of 
silver handiwork. 
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Painting 
THE LIFE AND OPINIONS OF WALTER RICHARD SICKERT. Robert Emmons. 
Faber & Faber, 25s. 


Mr. Emmons has collected some contributions to the literature of criticism by 
the famous British artist who died in January 1942. He gives also an outline of the 
main events of Sickert’s life, and attempts to supply the kind of textbook of drawing 
and painting which might be inferred from his teaching and his own practice. 
32 plates, 38 other illustrations. 


RAPHAEL. L. Goldscheider (Editor). 


FRANZ HALS. N. S. Trivas (Editor). Allen & Unwin, 15s. each. 


Two new volumes in the Phaidon series of illustrated books on the great artists, 
Each has over 100 illustrations of which many are coloured. (Phaidon Series.) 


Photography 
MAKING COLOUR PRINTS. J. H. Coote. Focal Press, 5s. 6d. 


It is the purpose of this book to describe colour print processes in a comprehensive 
but reasonably simple manner and to grade them not so much with regard to their 
qualitative capabilities as to the relative ease with which they may be worked by a 
newcomer to the field. Full instructions are given on the preparation of separation 
negatives, and there are descriptions of the leading single exposure of ‘‘one-shot’’ 
cameras. 13 diagrammatic drawings. Third edition. 


THE NEW PHOTO GuIDES. A. Kraszna-Krausz (Editor). Focal Press, 
ls. 6d. each. 
All about Architecture and Your Camera, by R. M. Fanstone. 


All about Better Prints, by F. W. Frerk. Second edition. 

All about Filters and Your Camera, by C. J. Jacobson. Second edition. 

All about Processing in Your Dark Room, by C. J. Jacobson. 

All about Exposure and Your Camera, by C. J. Jacobson. Third edition. 

All about Composition, by A. Kraszna-Krausz. Second edition. 

All about One Lamp Only, by H. van Wadenoyen. Second edition. 

All about the Second Lamp, by H. van Wadenoyen. Second edition. 

All about Portraits and Your Camera, by H. van Wadenoyen. Second edition. 


Useful guides for amateur photographers wishing to improve their art. Illustrated 
with photographs and drawings. 


Music 
ENGLISH CATHEDRAL MUSIC. E. H. Fellowes. Methuen, 16s. 


Dr. Fellowes’ previous work on Elizabethan composers enables him to disentangle 
the historical threads of the period which saw the beginning of what has virtually 
been an unbroken tradition. On the critical side, however, the nineteenth century 
is dealt with more freshly and with more justice than has been fashionable latterly. 
A history of taste and a reference book. 
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Sport 


THROUGH THE AIR. Michael Bratby. Country Life, 10s. 6d. 


A record of wild fowling adventures and sailing days shared with Peter Scott 
who has illustrated the book with many black-and-white drawings and silhouettes, 
in addition to over twenty photographic illustrations. 


Anthologies 


THE ENGLISHMAN AT WAR. John Freeman (Editor). Allen & Unwin, 
Ts. 6d. 


This anthology of prose and verse presents the character of the Englishman in time 
of war—a panoramic portrayal from 1217 to 1941. 


THE HOUSE OF TRANQUILLITY. Arthur Stanley (Editor). Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, 8s. 6d. 


An anthology chosen from the works of some hundreds of authors of all nationalities. 
The selection, which includes both prose and poetry, ranges from classical down to 
contemporary literature. 


Poetry 


A CHOICE OF KIPLING’S VERSE. T. S. Eliot (Editor). Faber & Faber, 
8s. 6d. 


A selection of the verse of Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), with an essay on Kipling’s 
verse by Mr. T. S. Eliot, the distinguished modern poet and critic. 

THE RUDE POTATO. Ruth Pitter. Cresset Press, 5s. 

A collection of humorous poems about gardening and gardeners by the winner 
of the Hawthornden Prize. Illustrated by Roger Furse. 

POEMS FROM THE FORCES. Keidrych Rhys (Editor). Routledge, 6s. 

A collection of verses by serving members of the British Army, Air Force and Navy. 


HOUSMAN: 1897-1936. Grant Richards. Oxford University Press, 2\s. 
A life of the famous poet, author of A Shropshire Lad, a Cambridge don who 
devoted much of his life to the editing of obscure Greek texts. The author, Mr. 
Grant Richards, was Housman’s friend and publisher. 12 illustrations. 


Drama 


TEN FAMOUS PLAYS. John Galsworthy. Duckworth, 8s. 6d. cloth; 15s. 
leather. 


This contains The Silver Box, Joy, Strife, Justice, The Skin Game, Loyalties, Windows, 
Old English, The Roof and Escape. 


Fiction 


TRIAL AND ERROR. Anthony Berkeley. Hodder & Stoughton, 5s. 


The story of a man who, having only six months to live, thinks that committing 
a murder is the most useful duty he can perform. Cheap edition. 


GOING NATIVE. Oliver St. John Gogarty. Constable, 10s. 


How Gideon Ouseley, an Irishman, braves the English in their homes. An audacious 
saraband of impertinence, scholarship and amorous entanglement, by a well-known 
Irish wit and poet. 
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THE GAY GALLIARD. Margaret IRWIN. Chatto & Windus, 10s. 6d. 


A re-telling of the story of Mary Queen of Scots, written especially round the 
character of James Bothwell, her third husband. Miss Margaret Irwin is the author 
of many very well-known historical novels including Royal Flush, The Proud Servant 
and The Stranger Prince. 


A PLACE OF OUR OWN. Osbert Sitwell. Macmillan, 2s. 6d. 
A ghost-story which is also a graphic and sensitive Edwardian period piece. 


YOU CAN’T BE TOO CAREFUL. H. G. Wells. Secker & Warburg, 9s. 


The story of Edward Albert Tewler born in 1901—the ‘‘little man’’ of our time. 
The sub-title is A Sample of Life, 1901-1951. A new novel by the famous novelist, 
in the tradition of Kipps and Mr. Polly. 


Books for Young Readers 


THE SWISH OF THE CURTAIN. Pamela Brown. Nelson, 7s. 6d. 


The activities of a group of children who write, produce and act their own plays in 
their own “‘theatre’’—a disused meeting hall—and eventually win their parents’ 
consent to adopt the stage as a career. A vigorous story, written with insight and 
humour, by a girl of fourteen. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustra- 
tions. For children of ten to thirteen. 


THE LONG TRAVERSE. John Buchan. Hodder & Stoughton, 7s. 6d. 


By means of Indian magic, Donald is able to look back into Canadian history and 
watch exciting incidents in the exploration and growth of the country. John Buchan’s 
last book, written while he was Governor-General of Canada. Illustrated by J. 
Morton Sale. For boys of eleven to thirteen. 


A SQUIRREL CALLED RUFUS. Richard Church. Dent, 7s. 6d. 


A story of the clash between the red squirrels, the age-old inhabitants of the beech- 
woods, and the grey squirrels, the intruders who threaten the very freedom and 
existence of the rightful occupants. With many beautiful red and grey drawings 
by.John Skeaping. For children of about eight to ten. 


THE KING OF THE FIDDLES. Marjorie Dixon. Faber & Faber, 7s. 6d. 


An Irish story, strong in atmosphere, and Peopled with unusual characters. Great 
excitement attends the solving of a ‘‘ghost’’ mystery and the recovery of an ancient 
fiddle. Black-and-white illustrations. For children of nine to twelve. 


ORDERS TO POACH. Olivia FitzRoy. Collins, 8s. 


A story of successful poaching expeditions carried out in -difficult circumstances 
by a family of children who are assembled in the highlands of Scotland for their 
summer holidays. With black-and-white illustrations. For children of eleven to 
fourteen with open-air interests. 


THE SECRET OF THE SHUTTERED LODGE. Garry Hogg. Nelson, 6s. 


Four children camp out in an empty house on an island in a lake, discover a secret 
passage and come to grips with a desperate criminal. (There are some terrifying 
details which might upset a sensitive child.) Illustrated in black-and-white with a 
coloured frontispiece. For children of about ten to thirteen. 


THE VISIT TO THE FARM. Harold Jones. Faber & Faber, 5s. 


A little girl’s visit to an English farm, described and drawn by the author in a large 
quarto volume. For children of five to eight. 
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VISITORS FROM ENGLAND. Elisabeth Kyle. Davies, 7s. 6d. 


An English brother and sister spend a year in a coastal village in the West of Scot- 
land. They attend the village school, make friends with the children and explore 
the countryside. A well-written story, full of detail and rich in atmosphere. Black- 
and-white illustrations. For children of nine to twelve. 


A CHILD’S DAY THROUGH THE AGES. D. M. Stuart. Harrap, 7s. 6d. 
Beginning in a Swiss lake-village 7,000 years B.c. and ending in twentieth-century 
London, this book gives fourteen brilliant glimpses into the daily lives of children 
in as many different periods of history. 5 plates. and 55 other illustrations. For 
children of nine to twelve. 


FIDDLER’S QUEST. Patricia Lynch. Dent, 7s. 

An Irish story with characters and scene vividly portrayed by an author who has 
hitherto written of the faery world. This is the tale of a girl who is stranded in Dublin, 
is adopted by the Raffertys, a poor quayside family, and becomes involved in intrigue 
with a patriot with a price on his head. Illustrated by Isobel Morton-Sale. For 
children of ten to thirteen. 


SNOW BIRD. Virginia Pye. Faber & Faber, 7s. 6d. 

More adventures of the Price family who first appeared in Red Letter Holiday. This 
time the Prices go to Switzerland and after a brief experience of Swiss schools, 
settle down to the serious business of learning to ski. Reality, humour and charac- 
terisation are combined in a stofy that gains momentum from a slow beginning to 
an exciting climax. Black-and-white illustrations. For children of ten to thirteen. 


MISSEE LEE. Arthur Ransome. Cape, 7s. 6d. 

Theefamiliar friends of earlier books, the ‘‘Swallows’’ and ‘‘Amazons’’, are here 
in unfamiliar surroundings. The children set out with Captain Flint to sail round 
the world in the Wild Cat, but meet with disaster in the China Seas, where they fall 
into the clutches of a band of real pirates under the leadership of the dreaded Missee 
Lee. Delicious humour and almost intolerable suspense make this an exciting 
addition to the most famous series of books in modern English children’s litera- 
ture. Illustrated by the author. For children of about nine to thirteen. 


I GO BY LAND, I GO BY SEA. P. L. Travers. Davies, 7s. 6d. 

An authentic story of the journey of an English brother and sister from wartime 
England to the sanctuary of America, and of the children’s early reactions to life 
at school and home near New York. Written in the form of the diary of the elder 
child, eleven-year-old Sabrina, the book reflects a sometimes humorous, sometimes 
poignant and always vivid picture of great events seen through the mind of a child. 
For boys and girls of nine to twelve. 


WE COULDN’T LEAVE DINAH. Mary Treadgold. Cape, 7s. 6d. 

Exciting adventures of two children stranded on a Channel Island during the Nazi 
invasion. Aided by a Pony Club friend, the children hide from the Germans, foil a 
plot to invade England and escape in a destroyer. Illustrated with pen drawings. 
For children of about nine to thirteen. 


ADVENTURES OF ALFIE. Katharine Tozer. Murray, 6s. 

The author of the famous ‘‘Mumfie’’ books presents a new and lovable character 
in Alfie, a rag doll who comes to life and is carried off to the stronghold of the 
witches. How Alfie makes his escape on a broomstick, together with a little girl who 
does not want to become a witch, makes a most exciting story. Illustrated by the 
author. For children of about six to nine. 


SAM PIG GOES TO MARKET. Alison Uttley. Faber & Faber, 6s. 

Thirteen new escapades of Sam Pig, the youngest of the family of pigs who live 
with Brock the Badger. Sam meets a water-baby, gets mistaken for Guy Fawkes, 
visits the moon and meets with other exciting adventures. Illustrated in black and 
white. For children of six to eight. 
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CHINPAO AT THE ZOO. Chiang Yee. Methuen, 5s. 

The adventures of Chinpao, a Chinese boy, and his English friend at the London 
Zoo, where they are introduced to the various animals by Ming, a giant panda 
belonging to the family of pandas with whom Chinpao lived for some months in 
their native home, as told in Chinpao and the Giant Pandas. A story of originality, 
charm and wit, illustrated with beautiful pen drawings and a coloured frontispiece 
by the author. For children of about eight to ten. 


Arabic Studies 


BRITISH CONTRIBUTIONS TO ARABIC STUDIES. Bernard Lewis. Longmans, 
Green, ls. 

Dr. Lewis describes how British travellers and scholars have studied the life and 
literature of the Arab countries for the past eight hundred years, and how their 
enthusiasm for the great achievements of Arabic culture has strengthened the tradi- 
tional friendship between the Arab and British peoples. This is the first survey 
of the whole subject and is based on a series of talks recently broadcast in Arabic 
by the B.B.C. The author is Lecturer in Islamic History at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies in London University, and author of Turkey Today and The 
Origins of Isma’ilism. Preface by A. J. Arberry. 6 photographs. 2 facsimiles of Arabic 
manuscripts. 


Geography 

EDMUND HALLEY AS PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHER AND THE STORY OF HIS 
cHaRTS. S. Chapman. Royal Astronomical Society, 2s. 6d. 

A critical study of the work of Edmund Halley (1656-1742), the British astronomer 


—" for his prediction of the return in 1758 of the comet (Halley’s comet) of 
1682. 


Travel and Description 


MODERN IRAN. L. P. Elwell-Sutton. Routledge, 12s. 6d. 

A description of the country and people of Iran, a brief history down to the present 
day, and a study of modern Iran’s economic foundations and its social and cultural 
progress. 8 illustrations and 5 maps. 

SOUTH AFRICA. Sarah Gertrude Millin. Collins, 3s. 6d. 

A short historical and descriptive account by the well-known South African novelist. 


- coloured plates and 21 other illustrations. (British Commonwealth in Pictures 
TIes.) 


History 


A CHILD’S DAY THROUGH THE AGES. D. M. Stuart. Harrap, 7s. 6d. 
Beginning in a Swiss lake-village 7,000 years B.c. and ending in twentieth-century 
London, this book gives fourteen brilliant glimpses into the daily lives of children in 
as many different periods of history. For children aged nine to twelve. 5 plates and 
55 other illustrations. 


Biography 

KHAKI AND GOWN. Field-Marshal Lord Birdwood. Ward, Lock, 18s. 
The autobiography of one of the most distinguished of British soldiers who, after 
45 years of army life, became Master of Peterhouse, Cambridge. His story ranges 
from soldiering in India in the 80s and "90s, to the war of 1914-1918. Especially 
interesting is his account of his leadership of the Anzac Corps in Gallipoli and 
France. 16 plates and 5 coloured maps. 

KNOTTED STRING. Harry Brearley. Longmans, Green, 10s. 6d. 

An outspoken autobiography of a self-made man, the inventor of ‘‘stainless steel.*’ 
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BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


EDMUND HALLFY AS PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHER AND THE STORY OF HIS 
CHARTS. S. Chapman. Royal Astronomical Society, 2s. 6d. 


A critical study of the work of Edmund Halley (1656-1742), the British astronomer 
famous for his prediction of the return in 1758 of the comet (Halley’s comet) of 
1682. 


THE LIFE AND OPINIONS OF WALTER RICHARD SICKERT. Robert Emmons. 
Faber & Faber, 25s. 

Mr. Emmons has collected some contributions to the literature of criticism by the 

famous British artist who died in January 1942. He gives also an outline of the main 

events of Sickert’s life, and attempts to supply the kind of text-book of drawing 

and painting which might be inferred from his teaching and his own practice. 32 

plates and 38 other illustrations. 


HOUSMAN: 1897-1936. Grant Richards. Oxford University Press, 21s. 
A life of the famous poet, author of A Shropshire Lad, a Cambridge don who devoted 
much of his life to the editing of obscure Greek texts. The author, Mr. Grant 
Richards, was Housman’s friend and publisher. 12 illustrations. 


SAINT-JUST. J. B. MORTON. Longmans, Green, 7s. 

A biography of the youngest of the great figures of the French Revolution. The 
author traces the development of the young man’s character, stressing particularly 
the unfaltering honesty and sincerity which even his enemies failed to question, and 
shows him amongst his famous contemporaries. 8 illustrations and 2 maps. Cheap 
edition. 


LARK RISE. Flora Thompson. Oxford University Press, 5s. 
This picture of life in an Oxfordshire hamlet during the closing years of the nine- 


teenth century was hailed on its appearance as a classic of its kind. Illustrated by 
Lynton Lamb. Cheap edition. 


Britain and the British Commonwealth 


THE LONG TRAVERSE. John Buchan. Hodder & Stoughton, 7s. 6d. 

By means of Indian magic, Donald is able to look back into Canadian history 
and watch exciting incidents in the exploration and growth of the country. John 
Buchan’s last book, written while he was Governor-General of Canada. Illustrated by 
J. Morton Sale. For boys of eleven to thirteen. 


THE ENGLISHMAN AT WAR. John Freeman (Editor). Allen & Unwin, 
7s. 6d. 


This anthology of prose and verse presents the character of the Englishman in time 
of war—a panoramic portrayal from 1217 to 1941. 


ENGLISH EDUCATION. Kenneth Lindsay. Collins, 4s. 6d. 

A brief historical survey precedes a longer descriptive section. Mr. Lindsay advo- 
cates a revaluation of the purpose and philosophy of education. 8 good full-page 
plates in colour and 26 other illustrations. (Britain in Pictures Series.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. Sarah Gertrude Millin. Collins, 3s. 6d. 
A short historical and descriptive account by the well-known South African novelist. 


12 coloured plates and 21 other illustrations. (British Commonwealth in Pictures 
Series.) 


AGRICULTURE: THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF BRITISH FARMING. J. A. S. 
Watson and J. A. More. Oliver & Boyd, 17s. 6d. 

The volume is divided into four main parts—Book I dealing with the soil and its 

management; Book II with crops; Book III with farm livestock; and Book IV with 

farm organisation and management. Since it is intended primarily for students it 

contains a great deal of information which is well-known to the experienced farmer. 








